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Please Note: 
This booklet contains important information about Faith Formation 
classes including policies, schedules and registration information.  
Please take time to review this information carefully because 
changes have been made.  Please keep this information in a 
safe place for future reference.  Thank  you.  
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1. To deepen knowledge of the faith. 

2. To provide a liturgical education that brings the faithful to full, con-

scious, and active participation in the liturgy. 

3. To provide a moral formation that transmits Jesus’ attitudes to the 

faithful in a way that leads to interior transformation. 

4. To teach people to pray in such a way that catechesis is permeated 

by a climate of prayer. 

5. To prepare the Christian to live in community. 

6. To prepare Christians to participate actively in the life and mission of 

the Church. 
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Teaching Safety 
Each year we are required by the Diocese of Kalamazoo to offer two  
“Teaching Safety” classes to all of our students.  These personal safety 
lessons vary each year and are tailored for each age group.  These are 
NOT sexual education classes.  Information on the lessons will be provid-
ed to you prior to them being taught in order to give you an opportunity to 
“opt-out” your child/children, if you prefer. 
 

Program Tuition 
Classes are open to members of the parish and non-parishioners; Catho-
lics and non-Catholics alike. 
 Children whose parents assist weekly as catechists in our program 

may attend at no charge in exchange for this service. 
 Children whose families are registered members of St. Mary’s Parish 

may attend at the parishioner rate. 
 Children whose families are not registered members of St. Mary’s 

Parish are welcome to attend at the non-parishioner rate. 
No child (parishioner or non-parishioner, Catholic or non-Catholic 
will be denied an opportunity for Faith Formation at our parish 
based on an inability to pay the tuition! 
 

Tuition Rates 
Parishioner Rate (1st child)  $30.00 per child 
Parishioner Rate (2nd & 3rd child)  $25.00 per child 
Parishioner Rate (4 or more children)        $100.00 per family 
Non-parishioner Rate     $50.00 per child 
Catechist’s Child              No Charge 
All rates are per year.  Tuition is due in full at the time of enrollment.  If 
you need financial assistance or to make payments, please let us know.  
We will be happy to help you in any way we can.   
 

How do I register my child(ren)? 
Complete the enclosed registration form and drop into the collection bas-
ket during Mass, or return or mail it to the Faith Formation Office.  You 
may also register after all Masses on September 15 & 16 in the Religious 
Goods room. All areas of the registration form must be completed! 

 

Note:  All students must have a completed registration form on file 
with the Faith Formation Office to participate!! 
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Emergency Cancellations/Closing Notice 
In the event that Faith Formation classes/Youth Group sessions are can-
celled due to inclement weather or other emergencies we will place a 
closing notice on WNDU and we will use FLOCKNOTE to notify you via 
email, text message, or phone call.  Please register with FLOCKNOTE 
by one of the following: 
 1.  Text niles to 84576 and follow the instructions. 
 2.  Go to www.flocknote/stmaryniles and register 
Be sure to subscribe to the list(s) for the Faith Formation in which your 
children are enrolled.   
 This will allow us to communicate with you quickly and efficiently 
in the event of an emergency, in the manner you prefer.    Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This year we will be having two Family Days! All parents are encour-
aged to come with their children for some fun, faith-filled family activi-
ties including arts and crafts, food, faith sharing, prayer, scripture, 
games, etc.  There will be something for everyone, from the youngest 
to the oldest!   Come and join in the fun! 

When and where are the classes held? 
Beginning on Sunday, September 23 classes will meet in between the 
Sunday Masses from 10:00-11:15 a.m. at St. Mary’s School, except for 
Confirmation 1 which will meet in the Parish Center.  The classes meet 
weekly according to the schedule on the page 8 of this booklet.   
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KINDERGARTEN 
 
 
 
 
Our kindergarten class will use the Loyola Press God Loves Us text.  This 
program is designed to invite children to discover God’s great love shown 
through the many good things God has placed in their world. A simple intro-
duction to the mysteries of faith as expressed in the Apostle’s Creed is pre-
sented to help the children grow in understanding and appreciation for God’s 
love for them.  They are helped to see themselves as belonging to the Catho-
lic community and are encouraged to make Catholic beliefs and traditions 
their own.  They are led to respond to God in personal prayer and in celebra-
tion with others.   
 Each lesson has a tear out page for parents so they know what was 
taught in class and may reinforce it at home throughout the week. 

 
GRADES 1-8 

 
 
 

We want to help our children to know the gift of being Alive in Christ.  Les-
sons are taught with a unique catechetical process that mirrors the gradual 
and relational way God teaches us so that we can know him and his truth, be 
guided by the Holy Spirit to respond with faith and love, and accept the gift of 
new life in Christ. Chapters follow a 3-step process: 
 Invite with prayer, Scripture reflection, God’s invitation, imagination 
and What Do You Wonder questions. 
 Discover by presenting doctrine and information in manageable 
“chunks” with traditional and contemporary images, captions that inform, vo-
cabulary defined at the point of use, activities at the end of each spread, 
hands-on learning, additional seasonal chapters, and social justice content. 
 Live with celebration, interaction with other believers, learning 
about People of Faith, participation in prayer with more roles for children, and 
lots of music options. Each lesson encourages a personal and ongoing rela-
tionship with Christ, beginning with God's invitation through Sacred Scripture, 
guiding children to reflect on his Word, leading them to a deeper understand-
ing of Sacred Tradition, and encouraging them to respond with a lived faith 
within the home and among friends, within the church and in the community.  
 We use the bi-lingual text, Vivos En Cristo, in class so we can send 
home the family page at the end of each lesson in Spanish and/or in English 
so that all parents know what is being taught in class.  We count on parents 
to reinforce lessons at home! 
 We encourage you to set aside some time each day as a part of 
your family routine, perhaps at meal time or bedtime to pray together.  
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FIRST RECONCILIATION & 
FIRST EUCHARIST CLASSES  

 
Preparation to receive First Reconciliation and First Eucharist  is a shared 
responsibility between parents and catechists.  The typical age for recep-
tion of these sacraments is second grade.  However, your child must  
attend Faith Formation for one school year prior to his/her preparation for 
First Reconciliation/Eucharist.  If your child is in second grade, but did not 
attend Faith Formation classes last year, he/she will be enrolled in our 
first grade class this year and in the sacrament prep. class next year.  If 
your child is elementary school age beyond second grade and has com-
pleted at least one year of Faith Formation classes he/she will be enrolled 
in the sacrament prep. class this year. Middle school students will be en-
rolled in their grade level class along with a sacrament preparation class 
 A child must first be baptized or have made a Profession of Faith 
in the Catholic Church before receiving these sacraments.  If your child 
has not been baptized, please contact the Parish Office at 683-5087 to 
make the necessary arrangements. 
 If your child was baptized in a church other than St. Mary’s 
in Niles, Michigan, you must provide a copy of your child’s baptis-
mal certificate before he/she may receive the sacraments, preferably 
as soon as possible. 
 Your family must be registered at St. Mary’s or have written per-
mission from the pastor at your parish in order to prepare and receive the 
sacraments here at St. Mary’s. 
 We are using the “Blessed” series from Dynamic Catholic for 
sacramental preparation. This is a high quality video based program that 
makes it easy for you to journey along with your child.   Class attendance 
is especially important for sacramental preparation students.   Students 
whose attendance is poor may not be adequately prepared.  Please make 
every effort to have your child in class regularly.   
 There will be  Parent Meetings for parents of students preparing 
for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.  At these meetings you will 
receive information regarding your role in preparing your child for these 
sacraments as well as materials, schedules and policies.   These meet-
ings are required!   Please watch for announcements regarding the 
dates and time of these meetings. 
 This year we plan to celebrate First Reconciliation in December 
on a date and time to be determined.  First Holy Communion will be cele-
brated on Sunday, May 5 at the 11:30 Mass. 
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2018-2019 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE (tentative)
Kindergarten—Confirmation 

  

Month  Date Class  Time    
September 23 1  10:00-11:15 AM  
  30 2  10:00-11:15 AM   

  
October  7 3  10:00-11:15 AM  
   14 4  10:00-11:15 AM   

21 Family Day 10:00-11:15 AM 
28 5  10:00-11:15 AM 
29 6  10:00-11:15 AM  

  
November  4 7  10:00-11:15 AM    

11  8  10:00-11:15 AM 
18  9   10:00-11:15 AM  
25 NO CLASS   THANKSGIVING BREAK 

     
December  2 10  10:00-11:15 AM    
  9 11  10:00-11:15 AM     

16 12  10:00-11:15 AM  
24 NO CLASS CHRISTMAS BREAK  
31 NO CLASS CHRISTMAS BREAK 

    
January  6 13  10:00-11:15 AM 
  13 14  10:00-11:15 AM  
  20 15  10:00-11:15 AM   
  27 16  10:00-11:15 AM  
  
February 3 17  10:00-11:15 AM 

10   Family Day 10:00-11:15 AM 
17 18  10:00-11:15 AM   
24 19  10:00-11:15 AM   
  

March  3 20  10:00-11:15 AM  
10 21  10:00-11:15 AM  
17 22  10:00-11:15 AM   
24 23   10:00-11:15 AM  
31 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK  

      
April   7 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 

14 24   10:00-11:15 AM 
  21 NO CLASS EASTER  
  28 25  10:00-11:15 AM LAST DAY 
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Two-Year Preparation for 
CONFIRMATION 

Who may be enrolled in the Confirmation class? 
Traditionally, the sacrament of Confirmation is conferred in our parish at 
the end of the ninth grade.  However, this two-year program is open to 
any student eighth grade or above who has been enrolled in Faith For-
mation classes but has not yet been confirmed in the Catholic Church.   
 In order to be prepared for reception of sacraments at St. 
Mary’s, you must be a registered member of St. Mary’s or have written 
permission from your pastor to be prepared and/or receive the sacrament 
here.  If your child was not baptized or did not receive First Holy 
Communion at St. Mary’s Parish, Niles, Michigan, you must provide 
a copy of the candidate’s baptismal certificate  to us as soon as 
possible.   

 

What is the format of the class? 
We will use the new Ascension Press series, Chosen: Your Journey to Con-
firmation.  This series challenges students both intellectually and spiritually 
to live Christ–centered lives.  Each session consists of video presentations, 
discussion, activities, workbook lessons, and prayer.  The material will be 
presented over the two–year period.  Parents and sponsors will be provided 
with guides to help prepare students in their everyday lives.  The program is 
designed to not only prepare them in the faith, but to have fun as well. 

 

When and where will the classes meet? 
Confirmation 1 classes in the Parish Center.  Confirmation 2 classes will 
meet in St. Mary’s School.  Both classes will meet on Sunday mornings from 
10:00-11:15 am.  Some Sundays, the candidates may be involved in parish 
service and/or community service as a part of their preparation. 
 

When will Confirmation be celebrated? 
Some time in the spring.  We are awaiting a date for Confirmation from the Bish-
op’s office. The Bishop’s calendar is contingent on many things, including 
USCCB meetings, etc.  As soon as we have been notified by the Bishop’s office 
of the date, we will announce it in class and in the church bulletin. 
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Are there additional requirements for Confirmation? 
Yes.  All Confirmation candidates are expected to be regularly attending 
Mass.  In the second year, candidates must participate in a retreat; complete 
in parish service as well as service to the community and relate this service 
to the works of mercy and Christ’s presence; will need to research and re-
port on at least three different saints; choose a saint’s name for Confir-
mation; choose a sponsor; complete an interview with the Pastor; and 
write a letter to Bishop Bradley requesting the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 Class attendance is extremely important for sacramental prep-
aration students.   Students whose attendance is poor may not be ade-
quately prepared.  Please make every effort to have your child in class.  
  

What is a Confirmation Covenant? 
Each student and his/her parent/guardian will be asked to sign a Confirmation 
Covenant.  This covenant says that the student and the parent have read the 
requirements for Confirmation and understand them.   
 

When is the retreat? 
All Confirmation candidates are required to participate in a Confirmation 
retreat during the second year of preparation.  This year, we will attend the 
Diocesan Confirmation Retreat.  The date, time and cost of this retreat 
will be announced. Candidates unable to attend this retreat will need to 
arrange for an alternate retreat experience. 

 

What is the service requirement? 
Each student is encouraged to perform some service in preparation for Confirma-
tion.  Part of this service will be completed in the parish as a group.  Some addi-
tional community service with the group or on an individual basis will be required. 
Service to the parish as an altar server, usher, etc. may be considered a portion 
of  the service requirement.    
 

What is required for the saint reports? 
Each student will be required to complete and turn in three saint reports.  There 
is a Saint Report form to be completed for each saint.  These forms will be dis-
tributed in class and a deadline for these reports announced. 
 

What are the requirements for a sponsor? 
A sponsor must be at least 16 years of age, confirmed in the Catholic 
Church, must be an actively participating Catholic, may be one of the candi-
date’s Godparents but may not be a parent of the candidate.  Sponsor forms 
will need to be completed and returned by the announced deadline. 
 

When will interviews be done? 
Interviews will be scheduled after Easter in late April/early May with Fr. Chris-
tian. 
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Why is there an interview? 
The interview gives Fr. Christian an opportunity to get to know the candidate 
and to assess his/her preparation to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  
If the candidate has actively participated in class, he/she should have no 
difficulty with the interview. 
 

What about the letter to the Bishop? 
Each candidate is asked to write a letter to Bishop Bradley to introduce him/
herself, tell him why they are seeking to be confirmed, and ask him to confer 
the sacrament of Confirmation on him/her.  Please watch for more infor-
mation regarding  content and deadlines for the letters. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

F.Y.I. 
 

The Faith Formation Office  
Is located in the Parish Center  

219 South State Street 
Niles, MI  49120 

Phone:  (269) 683-5087 
FAX:    (269) 683-5089  

stmaryniles@sbcglobal.net 
 

Director of Faith Formation  
Deacon Roger Gregorski 

Cell Phone:  (269) 313-3295 
rjgregorski@gmail.com 

 
Children’s Faith Formation & 

Faith Formation Secretary  
Cheryl Ralston 

Cell Phone:  (269) 362-1730 
cjralston@sbcglobal.net 
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